
Try the New Pancreatic Elastase ELISA 
from BIOSERV Diagnostics!
Pancreatic elastase is a proteolytic enzyme. 
It is produced exclusively in the pancreas 
and is highly stable throughout the 
intestinal passage. Due to its high stability, 
the concentration of this enzyme can be 
measured in faeces to reflect the exocrine 
secretory capacity of the pancreas. 

The Pancreatic Elastase ELISA from BIOSERV 
Diagnostics is an easy to use, non-invasive 
method to quantitatively determine the 
concentration of pancreatic elastase in faeces. 

This assay can be used to help diagnose 
exocrine pancreatic insufficiency, characterised 
by a low concentration of pancreatic elastase 
in faeces. Exocrine pancreatic insufficiency can 
be caused by numerous conditions, including: 

 ■ Chronic pancreatitis
 ■ Cystic fibrosis
 ■ Diabetes mellitus
 ■ Cholelithiasis
 ■ Hereditary pancreatitis
 ■ Chronic inflammatory bowel disease
 ■ Pancreatic carcinoma
 ■ Autoimmunologically caused pancreatitis
 ■ Shwachman-Diamond syndrome
 ■ Autoimmune and connective tissue diseases
 ■ Zollinger-Ellison syndrome.  

In response to user needs BIOSERV has 
recently made some changes to the Pancreatic 
Elastase ELISA kit. These changes enhance the 
practicalities of the kit. 

The volume of wash buffer included within 
the kit has been doubled whilst the extraction 
buffer has been removed. This is because 
most customers prefer to use the pre-filled 
stool preparation extraction device. These 
modifications are designed to make it easier to 
run the assay in your laboratory and give you 
more of what you need, at no extra cost! 

The Pancreatic Elastase ELISA is CE IVD 
certified with a test range of 50-500 
µg/g. For those wishing to measure lower 
concentrations, the SK15 version of the kit is 
also available. This includes an an additional 
standard at 15 µg/g (test range 15-500 µg/g).

The SK15 version of the ELISA kit is useful for 
laboratories that need to monitor patients 
with cystic fibrosis. It will identify very low 
functioning of the exocrine pancreas and 
indicate the need for more suitable therapies 
for these patients.

For many labs, the faecal elastase assay is 
the preferred test used to screen for exocrine 
pancreatic insufficiency. The test is easy to 
perform, and convenient for patients as it is 
non-invasive and only one faecal sample is 
required.

Unlike the faecal fat test, the faecal elastase 
assay doesn’t require patients to modify their 
diet. It is far more practical as only one sample 
is required, compared to analysing patient 
samples for 72 hours for the faecal fat test. 
As such, the faecal elastase assay has replaced 
the gold standard faecal fat test in most 
laboratories.   

Labs that are currently sending their faecal 
elastase samples away are now considering 
bringing the testing in-house. This often works 
out to be a more cost effective option per test 
and allows for much faster turnaround times. 
Faecal samples are only stable for a few 
days when stored in the fridge, and there is 
often a delay from when the patient collects 
the sample, to arrival at the local lab and 
then being sent, received and tested at the 
reference lab. This delay could potentially 
result in degradation of the sample leading 
to a false positive result, as well as further 
unnecessary investigations which may be 
stressful and unpleasant for the patient and 
costly to the NHS. 

Choosing to run this assay in-house means a 
faster, more reliable result.

The pancreatic elastase ELISA can be run 
both manually and on an automated ELISA 
processor. Alpha Laboratories can now offer 
a tried and tested protocol to run the assay 
on the Dynex DS2 ELISA processor- freeing 
up your time! The DS2, manufactured by 
Dynex Technologies, has been designed for full 
walkaway capability, and can process two 96 
well microplates and up to 12 different assays 
simultaneously. The system is reliable, easy 
to use, with advanced user-friendly software. 
The DS2 takes care of sample dilution and 
distribution, incubation, washing and reagent 
dispensing, reading with automatic data 
reduction and quality control, has sample ID 
barcode scanning, as well as being small and 
compact to fit your laboratory. 

Find out more at www.alphalabs.co.uk/elastase or if you are interested in evaluation of 
the Pancreatic Elastase ELISA in your laboratory please contact marketing@alphalabs.co.uk
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